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After Reading Review 
 

Directions:  After reading the assigned pages in your textbook, complete the following 

questions to show that you understand the information you’ve read. 

 

Review of Terms: 

1. Define the key terms in this section.  Also, provide an example of each term. 

 

Word Definition Example 

Natural 

Selection 

  

Adaptations 

  

Niche 

  

Competition 

  

Predation 

  

Predator 

  

Prey 

  

Symbiosis 

  

Mutualism 

  

Commensalism 

  

Parasitism 

  

 

 



Extending your Thinking 

 

2. How are a snake’s sharp fangs an adaptation that helps it survive in the saguaro 

community? 

 

 

 

 

3. Explain how natural selection in snakes may have led to adaptations such as sharp 

fangs. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What are three main ways in which organisms interact? 

 

 

 

 

Application: 

5. Some of your classroom plants are dying.  Others that you planted at the same 

time and cared for in the same way are growing well.  When you look closely at the 

dying plants, you see tiny mites on them.  Which symbiotic relationship is likely 

occurring between the plants? Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What kind of symbiotic relationship is shown and described below? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

Plovers and Crocodiles 
(Images via: WarrenPhotographic, EnjoyFrance, AboutAustralia) 

It looks like something out of a storybook – and in 

fact it can be traced back to accounts told thousands 

of years ago – a crocodile opens its mouth, invites a 

bird in before … what?  ::Chomp:: it swallows the 

sap alive? Amazingly, the crocodile remains still 

while the plover picks meat from its mouth. This 

cleans the crocodile’s teeth and prevents infection 

while providing a somewhat scary meal for the 

hungry bird. 

 

http://www.warrenphotographic.co.uk/mdh/00955.htm
http://www.enjoyfrance.com/content/view/565/31/
http://www.aboutaustralia.com/content/?page=Vacation%20Packages&category=Tailored%20Itineraries&TravelPage=Image%20Gallery

